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SUBJECT: OIL SPILL IN BAHIA DE AMATIQUE 

REF: GUATEMALA 1779 

1 . OIL NO LONGER LEAKING IN SIGNIFICANT QUANTITIES FROM 
SUNKEN BARGE. UNDERWATER INSPECTION INDICATES THAT 
OIL HAD BEEN LEAKING FROM IMPROPERLY CLOSED VENTS 
AND FROM TWO UNCOVERED MANHOLES IN FORWARD SECTION 
OF BARGE. 

2. UNDERWATER INSPECTION ALSO REVEALED THAT BARGE 
IS STANDING ON ITS BOW, HAS BEEN QUOTE WALKING 
UNQUOTE FROM ITS ORIGINAL POSITION ABOUT EIGHT MILES 
OFF PUNTA MANABIQUE AND IS NOW IN CENTER OF SHIPPING 
CHANNEL ONLY FOUR MILES OFF THE POINT. NO ATTEMPT 
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BOATS ON SITE TWENTY-FOUR HOURS DAY TO PREVENT ANY 
COLLISION. 

3. GUATEMALAN NAVY PERSONNEL CONTINUING CLEAN-UP 
OPERATIONS. WINDS SHIFTS AND HIGH SEAS EARLIER IN WEEK 
HAVE SPREAD SURFACE OIL INTO HONDURAN WATERS. SHELL 
OIL COMPANY SALVAGE AND CLEAN-UP PERSONNEL NOW IN 
PUERTO BARRIOS AND SHELL VENEZUELA OFFICIAL HAS 
STATED TO PRESS THAT COMPANY IS ASSUMING RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR CLEANING UP THE SPILL. 

4. THERE IS ALREADY EVIDENCE OF A FISHKILL AND CON 
TAMINATION OF THE SHORELINE WITHIN THE BAY. DETER- 
MINATION OF FULL EXTENT OF ECOLOGICAL DAMAGE WILL 
NOT BE POSSIBLE FOR SOME WEEKS OR PERHAPS LONGER. 

5. NO FORMAL REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE FROM GOG HAS 
YET BEEN PRESENTED TO AMBASSADOR. SHELL HAS 

NOW ASSUMED RESPONSIBILITY AND BROUGHT IN MATERIEL 
AND EXPERIENCED ADVISORS. EMBASSY NO LONGER 
EXPECTS GOG TO ASK FOR ANY EQUIPMENT BUT THERE 
STILL REMAINS POSSIBILITY THAT SOME TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE MAY BE REQUESTED TO JUDGE EXTENT OF 
ECOLOGICAL IMPACT. 
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